Halloween — a scary night for some, a solemn occasion for others — is

upon us. Are you ready? It's time for the . ..
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By Kwaku Alston

Spellbinding: Lexa Roséan, Wiccan high priestess and keeper of a New York occult supply shop
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Thoroughly modern
pagans keep the faith

By Cathy Hainer
USA TODAY

NEW YORK —
Add Halloween to
the list of hectic holi-
days. Searching for
just the right cos-
tume. Stocking up
on candy. Carving
jack-o-lanterns.

Everyone seems
harried on All Hal-
lows’ Eve. Well, al-
most everyone.

Here at Enchant-
ments, a friendly
neighborhood occult
shop in the East Vil-
lage, the resident
witches are taking
the day pretty much
in stride.

Pumpkins decorate the in-store Goddess al-
tar, and straw brooms fill a crowded corner.
But otherwise, the shelves are stocked as al-
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Cat nap: Enchantments’ shop cat Jalup shares
shelf space with books and ritual supplies.

ways. Voodoo dolls. Crystal balls. And candles glitter.
— loads of candles, irom tiny votives to a giant

eyeball that wards off the evil eye.

At Enchantments,
every day is Hallow-
een. This month is
just a bit busier than
most.

“It's a time of mag-
ic and lots of spells,”
says Lexa Roséan,
shop staffer, author
of The Supermarket
Sorceress (St. Mar-
tin’s, $8.99) and high
priestess of Wicca,
the pagan faith that
over the years has
come to be called
witchcraft.

The cramped
store is cast in per-
petual twilight. Shar-
on Tawes has come
in to poke around.
She’s 33, a New York

artist, and, though not a witch, she calls herself
“a believer.” She has picked up a magical can-
dle — one that sparkles with green and yellow
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“My finances aren’t in great
shape,” she confides, “so I want
to get a candle to increase suc-
cess.”

She’s serious.

“Absolutely. Whatever gives
you the advantage — whether
it’s a candle, a lucky rabbit’s
foot or a favorite yellow power
tie — is magic.”

Over by the incense stand is
Lexington Haverly. She’s 20, an
art student from Providence,
R.I, who admits, “I haven’t
been able to find a store like
this anywhere else.”

She, too, needs a magical
candle. And some advice.

“I've been feeling sad lately.
I need to pep up.”

Haverly hurries to the back
of the shop, the cramped Ma-
gickal Apothecary where jars
of “charm” oils are crowded
together on dusty shelves. The
heavy aroma of incense hangs
in the air. But the witches at
the apothecary are cheery and
chatty. Haverly gets her candle
and a recommendation for
ginger and dandelion.

Over in the herb depart-
ment, you can choose from
devil’s shoestring, dragon’s
blood powder or catnip. A little
witch hazel? No problem.

And there’s more. Lots
more.

Looking for a new silver
chalice? Come on in. How
about a spell to keep a spouse
faithful? Right this way. Buy a
Ouija board, brush up on herb
lore or browse through dozens
of tarot decks.

. Down on your luck? Try a
lucky horseshoe ($4 new, $3
slightly old).

But don’t ask for eye of newt
or toe of frog. In fact, leave
your stereotypes at the door.
There are no hags stirring bub-
bling cauldrons here.

“We’re a white light Goddess
shop,” says Otto, a compact, se-
rious witch with one heck of a
nose ring. “We don’t cater to
the dark side.” No black magic.
Only a black cat (and one fat
tabby).

So what does a Wiccan wear
during this holiday season?
Costumes, after all, are what

“It's a time of
magic and lots of

spells.”

— Lexa Roséan

Halloween is all about. If non-
pagans choose from skeleton,
ghost and witch costumes, does
that mean witches don lawyer,
accountant and doctor garb to
celebrate?

Not exactly, Roséan says.
For Wiccans, Oct. 31 is Sam-
hain (pronounced SOW-en),
and it’s the witches’ New Year.

Don’t uncork the cham-
pagne. “Samhain rituals are
quite solemn,” Roséan says.
“It’s a time of great awe. The
veil between the worlds of the
living and dead is at its thin-
nest, so we honor the memo-
ries of our ancestors.”

That doesn’t mean witches
lack for humor. Take a look at
the buttons on sale near the
front counter. “Please don’t
squeeze the shaman,” reads
one. And: “Life’s a witch, and
then you fly.” Or how about
this bumper sticker: “My other
car is a broom.”

Aren’t all those broom refer-
ences a bit, well, old hat?

Of course not, Otto says.
“Witch is not a politically incor-
rect term. I am a witch. A lot of
today’s Halloween practices
have been taken from the old
traditions.

“Yes, Halloween brings out
vampires and horror stories
and witches in pointy black
hats. But I don’t have a prob-
lem with that. It’s all in good
fun,” Roséan says.

The pointy black hat is out,
anyway. Judging from the reg-
ulars at the shop, modern
witch fashion leans toward the
grunge look: black jeans, leath-
er pants and lots of piercings.

Take, for example, Joe De-
peau. He’s 22, a student living
in the Bronx, with an unusual

cone-shaped object pierced

into his chin. He has come in
today to browse through the
bookshelves — subjects rang-
ing from angels to zodiacs —

and to look at Enchantment’s
large selection of talismans
and jewelry.

“I used to buy my candles
here, but now ... I can get
them cheaper buying in bulk,”
he says.

In New York, apparently,
even witches buy wholesale.

Learning the craft, however,
is a whole different matter.
Witches, after all, are made,
not born. Initiates study the
healing arts as part of their in-
troduction to Wicca.

“The Goddess gives us
knowledge of healing plants
and essential oils,” Roséan ex-
plains. “I wasn’t always a big
high priestess. I was a witchlet
once.”

Witch-in-training Sean Hill
has also stopped by this day.
He’s 14, a high school student
from the Bronx. “I come in reg-
ularly to buy incense and can-
dles. If I had a million bucks,
I'd buy as many books as I
could to learn more about the
craft.”

How did Hill get introduced
to Wicca? His mom. “She’s a
witch. She used to bring me to
Enchantments for rituals. Now
she encourages me to come
and learn.” Talk about your
witch family values.

“There is less condemnation
against witches today,” Roséan
says. “People are more enlight-
ened and open, more aware of
other religions and the need to
be tolerant.”

Well, most people are. She
confides that she does know a
few witches over on Wall
Street who have to keep quiet
for fear of losing their jobs.

“But not me,” she chuckles.
“I’'m out of the broom closet.”




